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CHAPTER 920. 


AN ACT IN AMENDMENT OF CHAPTER 848 OF THE PUBLIC 
LAWS, ENTITLED ““AN ACT FOR THE ENCOURAGING AND 
REGULATING INLAND FISHERIES.” 


It 1s enacted by the General Assembly as follows : 


Section 1. The Governor shall appoint three commissoners, who 
shall be known as commissioners of inland fisheries, who shall hold 
office for three years, and until their successors are appointed, whose 
duties shall be to receive and make complaints of all violations of the 
act relating to inland fisheries to the proper officers ; to introduce, pro- 
tect and cultivate fishing in our inland waters, to co-operate with fish 
commissioners of other States, and to make an annual report to the 
General Assembly of all their doings and such facts and suggestions 
relating thereto as may be deemed proper. 

Suc. 2. Such commissioners shall be allowed their actual dis- 
bursements while employed on such official duty. 

Sec. 3. No person shal! take any fish, contrary to the instructions 
of the commissioners on lnland fisheries, from any pond, lake or river 
in this State which has been or may hereafter be stocked with or set 
apart for the protection and cultivation of fish, either by the said com- 
missioners or private parties, by and with the consent of the Town 
Council of any town or towns in which, in whole, or in part, such lake, 
pond or river is situated, for a period of three years, after the same 
has been stocked, or set apart, as aforesaid, and said instruction filed 
in the Town Clerk’s office in said town or towns, and published in one 
or more newspapers in the county or counties in which such pond, lake 
or river is located. 

Suc. 4. Hach of said commissioners may personally, or by deputy, 
enforce all laws regulating inland fisheries, and may seize and remove, 
summarily, if need be, all obstructions to the passage of migratory 
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fish, illegally used, except dams, mills and machinery, at the expense 
of the persons using or maintaining the same. 

SEc. 5. Whoever uses any seines, or hook and line, or net of any 
description for catching any fish, within one-half of a mile of the 
mouth or outlet of any river, legally set apart by the commissioners 
of internal fisheries, for the propagation or cultivation of fish, during 
the time said commissioners may legally prohibit the catching of fish 
in said rivers, shall forfeit, for the first offence, the sum of fifty dol- 
lars, and for every subsequent offence, the sum of one hundred dollars, 
and in each case shall also forfeit the apparatus thus unlawfully used 
and the fish captured. 

Sec. 6. Said commissioners may take or cause to be falcon, < any 
fish at any time or manner, for purposes connected with fish culture, 
or with scientific observation. 

Sec. 7. Hach of said commissioners, may, in the discharge of his 
duties, enter upon and pass through or over, private property, without 
‘rendering himself liable in an action of trespass. 

Sec. 8. Whoever shall violate the provisions of section three of 
this act, shall pay a fine not exceeding one hundred dollars, or be — 
imprisoned in the county jail for a term not exceeding three months, 
or by both such fine and imprisonment, and all complaints for the 
infraction of this act shall be made within sixty days of the occur- 
rence thereof. 

Sec. 9. One half of the money recovered, as a penalty, in any 
case, arising under the laws relating to inland fisheries, shall be paid 
to the person making the complaint in the case in which the same is 
recorded, and the remainder to the State. 

Src. 10. All acts and parts of acts inconsistent herewith are 


hereby repealed. 


We herewith submit the following report : 

Twenty-five hundred dollars, ($2500,00) was appropriated 
by the General Assembly at the January session, 1871, to be 
expended as the commissioners deemed best for the interest 
and promotion of inland fisheries. 

It was determined by the commissioners tv make a careful 
survey of the rivers in the State, in order to select the one 
best adapted by nature and circumstances for the work of 
re-stocking. The Pawcatuck river claimed their attention 
first, and a list of the dams, with the height of most of them 
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Each dam owner was communicated with on the question 
of re-stocking the stream, and their views were asked on the 
question of putting fish-ways over their dams. Some of them 
responded favorably, others were dubious; one or two said 
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‘“no’’? in a most emphatic manner, and a few did not take 
the trouble to respond to the communications of the commis- 
sioners at all. 

As the time had not arrived for anything more than mild 
argument, the commissioners next turned their attention to 
the Pawtuxet River. They made a personal examination of 
the entire length of the stream ; interviewed all the dam 
owners, and examined all the dams, seventeen (17) in num- 
ber. They found the dam owners on this stream were dis- 
posed to take enlarged views on the subject, and in conse- 
quence, it was determined to make the first attempts at 
re-stocking on this stream. 

A chemical analysis of the water of the Pawtuxet, taken 
from points where impurities most abound, gave very satis- 
factory results, which leaves nothing to be desired on that 
very important point. 


: FISH-WAYS. 


Next to the actual introduction of fish in the streams to 
be re-stocked, the most important consideration are the fish- 
ways to enable them to come and go as nature prompts them. 
Over every dam a, fish-way must be constructed, else all the 
labor and expense, as far as salmon, shad and herring are 
concerned, are time and money thrown away. 

There is no doubt of the fact that salmon and shad once 
abounded in both the Pawcatuck and Pawtuxet rivers, and 
a resident of River Point, on the latter stream, remembers 
salmon being taken from the ‘‘Salmon Hole,’’ so called, be- 
low that village, some sixty yearsago. To get this glorious 
fish back to its former haunts becomes now, with the aid of 
artificial incubation and fish-ways, a comparitively simple 
matter. 

The dams are owned by individuals and corporations amply 
able, in a pecuniary point, to provide the requisite facilities, 
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but it will be seen that an individual or corporation control- 
ling a dam at the mouth of a stream, can effectually prevent 
the passage of fish to those above him, if, in his opinion, fish 
are a vanity and fish-ways a delusion. 

In most, if not all the other New England states, dam 
owners are obliged by law to put fish-ways over their dams, 
which shall be satisfactory to the commissioners. The con- 
stitutionality of this law has been tested in the courts, and 
decided in the favor of progress, enlightenment, and the 
commissioners. 

We hope to carry one point here by force of argument, 
and show our neighbors that in Rhode Island we are not 
obliged to be forced into benefitting ourselves as individuals, 
or as a community. As before mentioned, an almost entire 
unanimity in our plans, on the part of the dam owners on 
the Pawtuxet River, prompted us to select that stream as a 
commencement for our operations, and as the dam near its 
entrance to the bay, in the village of Pawtuxet, was the first 
obstacle to overcome, we determined to begin there, at a 
point easy of access to all interested, and show the commu- 
nity the practical working of a fish-way. 

With this view, the commissioners conferred with those 
of Massachusetts, Messrs, Lyman and Bracket, who in the 
kindest manner gave us every advice and assistance, and 
through them we obtained plans of practical working fish- 
ways, suitable for our purpose. The plans are the latest im- 
provements, and commend themselves for their simplicity, 
and are believed to be what we need. 

The height of the barrier at Pawtuxet, composed of a 
natural fall in part, is about six feet. A sharper rise than 
one foot in ten is not desired; this fish-way will therefore 
be sixty feet in length, and as certain points have to be 
considered in regard to the precise location of it, as well as 
protection against the masses of ice, brought down by the 
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current in winter, we have not as yet decided as to the pre- 
cise form and cost. The owners in this case are the city of 
Providence. 

The commissioners petitioned the city council of Prov- 
idence, to appropriate a sum sufficient to place a suitable 
fish-way over this dam, and the committee on city property, 
to whom the matter was referred, and before whom the com- 
missioners appeared and explained their plans, unanimously 
recommended, and the city council voted, a sum not ex- 
ceeding five hundred dollars ($500.00), to be expended for 
a fish-way, to be erected under the supervision of the water 
commissioners—an arrangement perfectly satisfactory to all 
parties—and the work will be commenced as soon as prac- 
ticable. 

It is important that this fish-way, being the first that will 
be built in Rhode Island, should be done in a thorough man- 
ner, and no pains will be spared to make it a success. 

The herring or alewives that annually come to the foot of 
the fall, will at once pass over and work up the river to the 
next dam, situated at Pontiac, about four miles above. The 
fact that the fish are there, waiting for a chance to get over 
the dam, and a view of the successful working of the fish- 

way below, will, it is believed, be the best argument the 
- commissioners can bring forward to the dam owners there 
and above, for the establishment of proper fish-ways. 

Although the faith of the commissioners in the liberality 
of our manufacturers is large, yet they are aware that an 
instance may occur where argument and occular demonstra- 
tion will fail to produce the desired result, in which event 
no resource will be left but to ask of your honorable body to 
pass the necessary laws, compelling dam owners to erect 
suitable fish-ways, as has been done, as before mentioned, 
in the other New England States. 


Let us suppose our streams stocked with salmon and shad, 
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and the fish-ways erected, certain restrictions must then be 
put on fishing in them, and we are fortunate in being able 
to await and adopt such legislation in this important matter, 
as the other New England States find advantageous. 


- SHAD. 


As yet the commissioners have made no effort to intro- 
duce shad. There are difficulties attending their introduc- 
tion which do not apply to other fish. The shad spawn can- 
not be hatched in the hatching house, but is taken from the 
parent fish, impregnated, and at once put into hatching 
boxes, placed in the stream to be stocked, and in thirty-six 
to sixty hours the young fry make their appearance. 

In the Connecticut river, many millions of young shad 
were thus hatched by Seth Green, Esq., under the auspices 
of the commissioners of Connecticut and Massachusetts. 
This process was repeated for two years, and during the 
past summer more shad were taken in the river, than any 
year since 1802. 

There seéms to be a shade of doubt as to the shads taking 
kindly to fish-ways, but in a stream like the Paweatuck, 
formerly abounding in shad, if seems well to at least. try the 
experiment, which we hope to be able to do this coming 
summer. : 


HERRING. 


These fish will need no artificial reproduction. They take 
kindly to a fish-way, and will soon be in abundance in all 
streams to which they are allowed access. At present, none 
get above the dam at Westerly, on the Pawcatuck, and a 
limited number are taken at the lower dam, on the Paw- 
tuxet, while trying to force their way over the rocks. At 
the instigation of the commissioners, a few were assisted 
over the latter dam the past spring, and, no doubt, spawned 
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in the stream above, between Pawtuxet and Pontiac. The 
herring or alewive is a quick growing fish, an abundant fish, 
and one that deserves encouragement, and for them we can 
only prescribe fish-ways. 


TROUT. 


In June last, the commissioners visited the trout breeding 
establishment of Messrs. Dexter & Cooledge, at West Barn- 
stable, Mass., and were shown every courtesy by the then 
superintendent, Mr. Jones. It was determined to establish 
a similar institution in our own State, and a location was 
selected, admirably adapted for the purpose, at Poneganset, 
near the residence of one of the commissioners, under whose 
careful supervision a suitable building has been erected, and 
hatching boxes similar to those used at West Barnstable, 
and built by the same parties, have been put in. 

Thirty thousand impregnated trout ova were purchased 
from Messrs. Dexter & Cooledge, and were placed in the 
hatching boxes on the 8th of the past January, and at this 
writing are hatching out daily, with every prospect of splen- 
did success. 

The commissioners were fortunate in securing the services 
of Mr. Holmes, a practical pisaculturalist, to oversee the 
- ova at the critical time of hatching, and have every reason 
for congratulation on their success so far. 

These trout will be placed in suitable ponds provided for 
them, and at a proper age, say from twelve to eighteen 
months, will be distributed over the State, to replenish our 
almost exhausted streams. Next year, a larger number will 
be hatched, and by the third year we expect to be able to 
perfect arrangements for obtaining our own spawn. 

In distributing these trout, the commissioners will be 
careful to select those streams freest from saw mills, tan- © 
neries, &c., which tend to destroy the fish. A portion will 


Internal Fisheries. 11 


be sold to defray expenses, as we hope to make the hatching 
house a self-supporting institution. This, we think, can be 
accomplished, as the expenses are by no means large. 

One thousand of the ova obtained were found to be bar- 
ren, and on our representing the fact to Messrs. Dexter & 
Cooledge, they at once made the deficit good, and they have 
our sincere thanks for their promptitude in all our dealings 
with them. 


SALMON. 


On the 11th of February, Mr. Samuel Wilmot, the super- 
intendent of the Canadian salmon hatching establishment, 
located at Newcastle, Ontario, arrived here with nine 
thousand impregnated salmon ova. They were placed at 
once in the hatching boxes at Poneganset, under the per- 
sonal supervision of Mr. Wilmot, and are expected to hatch 
about the first week in March. This supply we deem suf- 
ficient for the present, until the fish-way question is settled. 
Should the fish-ways go up, a fresh lot of ova will be ob- 
tained next year, and the supply kept up until the fish are 
of a growth to propagate their species naturally in the 
streams where they are placed (about three years). In a 
natural state, the young salmon do not go down to the ocean 
the first year; we shall therefore arrange to keep these 
young fry until they are of a size to protect them somewhat 
from the pickerel, and a year from this coming spring give 
them their liberty. 

It was suggested by Mr. Wilmot, in order to allow the 
public to witness the operation, that a few salmon and trout 
ova should be hatched in the city, and through the courtesy 
of Messrs. Dewing & Monsell, an inexpensive apparatus was 
placed in their fish market on Exchange place, and a few 
salmon and trout ova placed therein. A small stream from 
the new water works was passed through the box, and at 
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this writing a number of trout have already hatched, and by 
the 10th of March we shall look for the young salmon, the 
first hatched in Rhode Island for many a year. 

The crowds who have visited this miniature hatching box, 
attest the interest the community feel on the subject. 

Mr. Wilmot, who has visited all the fish-raising establish- 
ments in the country, stated that ours is a model for prin- 
ciple and detail, and could not be improved upon at present. 
_And it is the intention of the commissioners, to prepare a 
small illustrated pamphlet, for circulation through the State, 
at cost price, giving a description of the process, and mak- 
ing each individual, who has the facilities, his own fish 
raiser. 


BLACK BASS. 


On assuming office in 1871, we found that the commis- 
sioners of the previous year had stocked the following ponds 
with this fish: Wauchog pond, in Charlestown’; Moswau- 
chicutt pond, in Scituate ; Sneack pond, in Cumberland, and 
Herring pond, in Burrillville. | 

It was deemed expedient by the commissioners to devote 
a, portion of the appropriation this year, to stock more of the 
- ponds of the State with this fish. They therefore contracted 
with C. P. Newman, of West Winsted, Conn., for two hun- 
dred, at the rate of one dollar each, and expenses, delivered 
at Hast Greenwich, alive and in good condition. 

These fish were duly received at seven P. M., on the 9th 
of October, and it was deemed best to keep them over night, 
and distribute them the following day. They were brought 
to Hast Greenwich in charge of Mr. Newman’s assistant, 
and he was requested to so arrange for their safe keeping 
that they would be in good order for removal in the morning. 

The facilities of a fine spring of water on the premises of 
one of the commissioners, was placed at his disposal, and he - 
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left them with the assurance that all would be well. In ten 
hours all but three fish were dead. This misfortune was laid 
to an insufficient supply of water, but as the flow was regu- 
lated by Mr. Newman’s assistant, the matter was thought by 
the commissioner present, to be in good hands. 

Nothing remained but to try again, and one of the com- 
missioners went personally to West Winsted, and there pro- 
cured three hundred fish, at fifty cents, the regular price, not 
delivered. These were brought down with great care, and 
at once distributed in the following localities, not a single 
fish being lost in the transit : 

Steere, Hope and Poneganset Co. ponds, in Scituate ; 
Poneganset reservoir, in Gloster; Searl’s and Spear’s ponds, 
in Foster ; Scott’s pond, and the new reservoir, in Lonsdale; 
Warwick pond, and Gorton pond, in Warwick. 

Mr. Newman was requested to make a discount on the first 
lot, but he refused to do so, and the bill was paid as strict 
equity demanded, as his risk expired after the delivery of the 
fish at East Greenwich, but in view of the facts, the com- 
missioners look upon the transaction as a piece of sharp 
practice, on Mr. Newman’s part, and shall select some other 
medium for obtaining their future supplies. 

In order to make sure that there was nothing deleterious 
in the water in which these fish died, eight fish, (black bass) 
were placed in the spring, three feet by four in area, and 
they kept in perfect health four months, and were then trans- 
fered to Gorton pond. 

An effort has been made to ascertain if black bass will 
take the hook in winter, when fishing through the ice for 
pickerel is in order. We have reliable information that one 
bass was so taken, but we are well satisfied that where one 
bass can, a hundred pickerel will be, and as the law now 
stands, the pickerel are just as much protected as the bass. 

We therefore recommend that the law relating to stocked 
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ponds be so amended that say three days in the week be 
allowed for fishing through the ice with hook and line, in 
stocked ponds, subject to the approval of the town councils 
of the towns in which such stocked ponds are located. This 
will clear out the pickerel somewhat, and give the bass a 
better chance to increase. 

There are numerous other ponds in this State adapted to 
these fish, and it is the wish of the commissioners to go on 
the ensuing summer and stock*as many more as possible, and 
they would mention here that town councils of towns who 
have suitable ponds, (deep spring ponds are the best,) located 
in their jurisdiction, and who are willing to enact the nec- 
essary laws for the protection of the same, can have them 
stocked the coming season by communicating with either of 
the commissioners. 

How successful this pond stocking operation is going to 
be remains to be seen; the only possible chance for failure 
lies in the number of pickerel which swarm in all our waters, 
-as it is out of the question to get rid of them, we can only 
hope for the best. 
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FINANCES. 


Dr. State of Rhode Island in account with commissioners Cr. 
of Inland Fisheries. 


To following bills paid, viz: 


For Hatching house........ $623 22 By amount of appropri- 
‘“* freight on hatching boxes 18 09 ation by State of 
“plan of fish-way........ 5 00 Rhode Island to In- 
‘« hatching box in city.... 14 00 ternal Fisheries, for 
Peitolmes” bills... 2 8...2 35 00 L Si hepa heieens $2500 00 
peoulrBlack Bassi.. 34562. 20% 47 
fe Newanan's bill... 4... ..= 262, 50 
BoM AITICR) SOEC ook. Gila 0s oc. oe 35 07 
popone@es for ** oo27.4.. < 1 69 
OD SSE NITINO) 160) 2 Saas Beet 348 47 


‘* Travelling expenses, &c. 97 97 $1.648 39 


Balance carried forward............. 851 61 
$2500 00 $2,500 00 
By balance broughti}forward: «22.22. jens. oa eee $851 61 
Balance over trom: S(O 5 teeta at atc eee eee 17 85 
S60 OMAN 5 wis up Ssoihe techno eee eee $869 46 
RECAPITULATION 
Elatehine houses... ae. Sse tte» crack ae tae $623 22 
Hatching; boxes, freight; Gcc)..2.. 525 soasey sees 23 00 
Hep late Hers): 5, 5 vessa 0’ «dy stcl oe ayant Shee eReN An ero 506 73 
Salmon ova, apparatus, &c...............-... 397 47 
Praveilingeexpenses, &e.%,;...\, 226 qlee malariae 91 97 
$1,648 39 


It will be seen by this statement the commissioners have 
$869 46 on hand, over and above the expenses of the year 
1871, and they would respectfully recommend that the sum 
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of fifteen hundred dollars, ($1500) be appropriated to meet - 
the expenses of the year 1872. 


JOHN H. BARDEN, 
NEWTON DEXTER. Commissioners, 
ALFRED A. REED, Jr. 


Provipence, Feb. 23, 1872. 


